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HMB  Sounds  Call  to  Missions  on  Campus 


There  is  a  need  tor  God's 
people  to  be  obedient: 
"God  is  calling  out  the 
called  and  sending  them  to  these 
mission  locations  which  so  desper- 
ately need  to  hear  the  gospel,"  Larry 
Lewis  said  in  Southeastern's 
Binkley  Chapel  to  open  home  mis- 
sions emphasis  week. 

Lewis,  president  ot  the  Home 
Mission  Board  headquartered  in 
Atlanta,  said  April  18  he  is  person- 
ally concerned  that  everyone  in 
North  America  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  hear  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ:  "We  believe  that  ours  is  a 
gospel  tor  all  people  regardless  ot 
race  or  ethnicity.  It  is  tor  all  kin- 
dred tribes  and  tongues." 

"All  of  us  are  called,"  he  said,  "the 
question  is  to  what  place  and  what 
vocation  and  to  what  service." 

The  church  must  not  shy  from  its 
mission  to  take  the  truth  to  the  lost, 
Phil  Roberts  said  April  19.  He 
urged  Christians  to  cast  a  critical 
eye  at  spiritual  movements  which 
claim  to  be  the  handiwork  ot  God. 

"Beloved,  do  not  believe  every 
spirit  but  test  the  spirits.  We  live  in 


a  pluralistic,  mixed-up,  contused 
world  trom  a  spiritual  point  ot  view," 
said  Roberts,  director  of  the  HMB's 
intertaith  witness  efforts.  Preaching 
trom  1  John  4:1-7,  the  former 
SEBTS  professor  said,  "What  the 
apostle  is  calling  tor  here  is  spiritual 
and  theological  discernment." 

"We  need  today,  in  this  nation  and 
across  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, discriminating  and  discerning 
churches  and  pastors  who  understand 
and  who  test  and  discern  when  God 
is  really  at  work  and  when  He  isn't. 
We  can  know  the  difference,"  said 
Roberts. 

Citing  the  scattered  reports  of 
God's  working  to  revive  people  across 
the  U.S.,  Darrell  Robinson  said  the 
news  of  spiritual  renewal  reminds  him 
ot  the  hopscotch  movement  of  tor- 
nadoes: "Revival:  we're  seeing  it  hap- 
pen .  .  .  like  the  tornadoes  in  west 
Texas  that  touch  down  here,  touch 
down  there,  and  touch  down  some- 
where else;  we're  seeing  God's  power 
coming  down  in  tornado  fashion  on 
church  after  church. 

"God  wants  to  give  not  just  tornado 
touchdowns  but  a  hurricane  move- 


ment bringing  a  revival  that  will 
sweep  across  our  land  in  moral  and 
spiritual  awakening.  God  wants  to 
give  us  revival,"  Robinson  said  April 
20  at  the  close  of  the  home  mission 
emphasis  on  the  seminary's  campus. 

Citing  a  survey  of  Southern  Bap- 
tist churches  across  America, 
Robinson  said  95%  of  Southern 
Baptists  have  never  witnessed  to 
anyone  with  the  gospel  message.  Yet 
the  fruit  of  true  revival  is  the  wit- 
ness of  God's  people,  he  said. 

"If  revival  is  real,  it  will  initiate  our 
lives  into  effective  witnesses,  and  of- 
ten the  revival  spreads  through  evan- 
gelism. When  God's  people  get  right 
with  him,  revival  will  occur," 
Robinson  said. 

"God  wants  to  give  us  revival  in 
the  midst  of  corrupt  and  violent 
times  in  America.  And  He  wants  to 
use  us  in  winning  people  to  Jesus 
Christ,"  Robinson  continued. 

"We  believe  every  ministry  ought 
to  be  pointing  people  to  Jesus.  We 
don't  do  anybody  any  eternal  good 
if  we  don't  get  them  saved,"  Lewis 
said  in  underscoring  the  goal  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board.  A 


From  inside  the  luall . . . 

Words  are  ponderous  things.  The  prosaic  poet  can  paint  the  palette  ot  your  mind  with  just 
a  few  words;  hut  in  reality',  the  reader  does  the  painting  as  per  his  or  her  imagination.  The  real 
difficult)'  comes  when  a  writer  tries  to  effectively  express  a  deep-seated  emotion  or  feeling  in  a 
fresh  way  without  sounding  flowery  or  trite.  For  example,  how  many  ways  can  one  say,  "Thank 
you"?  My  thesaurus  has  dozens  of  synonymous  words,  but  .  .  . 

Having  finished  my  academic  sojourn  in  Wake  Forest,  I  leave  SEBTS's  P.R.  office  to  take 
a  similar  job  with  the  FMB.  And  I  leave  behind  a  9-year  chapter  of  my  life.  I  first  met  Dr. 
Patterson  in  the  fall  of  1986  at  The  Criswell  College.  I  will  never  meet  another  man  like  him. 
Though  variously  (and  sometimes  erroneously)  interpreted,  he  has  been  to  me  a  surrogate  fa- 
ther and  a  friend  that  has  stuck  as  close  as  a  brother.  The  unconditional  love  he  otters  demands 
one's  best,  and  that's  why  success  follows  him  as  naturally  as  night  does  day. 

Observing  him  through  these  years  has  oft  reminded  me  of  an  expression  I  learned  from 
my  8th  grade  English  teacher:  "A  man's  reach  should  exceed  his  grasp."  The  word  "can't"  has 
little  effect  on  Dr.  Patterson's  philosophy  of  life.  He  looks  lite  full  in  the  flice,  and  life  gets  a  little 
bit  nervous.  Such  an  example  has  taught  me  much  about  myself:  Whether  personal  or  interper- 
sonal, no  problem  is  insurmountable.  And  yet  his  fortitude  is  not  humanistic;  it  is  of  divine 
origin. 

How  can  I  say  thanks  as  I  leave  the  comfort  of  the  Pattersonian  nest  to  try  my  own  wings? 
By  living  out  that  which  I  have  learned  via  his  example  and  instruction.  It  is  difficult  for  a  child 
to  say  thanks  any  more  sincerely  than  to  abide  by  parental  pedagogy.  May  God  help  me  to  do  it! 
Thank  vou,  Dr.  Patterson. 

Norm  Miller,  Contributing  Editor 
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Founding  Trustee'^s  Son 
to  Chair 
Board  of  Visitors 

There  is  a  heritage  of  education 


Members  of  SEBTS's  new  Board  of 
Visitors  (BOV)  gathered  for  their  in- 
augural meeting  March  13,  with  its 
chairman  bearing  a  family  heritage 
linked  to  the  seminary.  The  chairman, 
John  Simms,  is  the  son  of  a  member 
of  Southeastern's  founding  board  of 
trustees  in  1950,  Robert  M.  Simms  Sr. 

"I  am  very  much  interested  in 
theological  education  and,  even  more 
importantly,  what  we  do  with  our  the- 
ology—  ensuring  it  is  sound  and  cor- 
rect," said  Simms.  "My  interest  in 
theological  education  at  Southeastern 
is  particularly  keen." 


on  this  campus  that  must  be  re- 
claimed, said  Simms,  a  member  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Roanoke,  Va. 
"Being  a  resident  of  Virginia,  I  am 
very  much  interested  in  what  happens 
at  Southeastern  because  many  of  its 
graduates  come  to  Virginia  as  pastors. 
We  need  all  the  good,  solidly  edu- 
cated, theologically  sound  pastors  we 
can  get  in  Virginia." 

The  BOV,  composed  of  support- 
ers of  the  Seminary,  is  squarely  pro- 
Southeastern.  According  to  it's  by- 
laws, the  Board  of  Visitors  is  "to  pro- 

In  their  first 
meeting  together. 
Seminary  Trustees 
and  members  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  go 
to  their  knees  in 
intercessory  prayer 
for  the  Southeastern 
.1^  family. 


vide  a  means  bv  which  a  broad  range 
of  friends  of  the  seminary  can  assist  in 
fulfilling  its  purpose  of  preparing  God- 
called  men  and  women  for  service." 

More  than  the  financial  support  of 
Southeastern  draws  this  group  to- 
gether: "These  men  and  women  have 
a  heartfelt  desire  to  pray  for  Southeast- 
ern and  to  stand  in  the  gap  as  encour- 
agers  for  the  folks  in  the  seminary  com- 
munity," said  Bart  Neal,  SEBTS's  Vice 
President  for  External  Affairs.  "They 
are  the  Seminary's  personal  goodwill 
ambassadors." 

Board  member  Clarence  Johnson 
of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  wears  that  mantle 
comfortably:  "I  trust  this  Board  will 
be  an  encouragement  to  the  faculty  and 
administration.  The  Board  of  Visitors 
will  be  visible  evidence  that,  while 
some  may  talk  against  the  seminary, 
there  are  many  people  who  appreciate 
the  sacrifices  of  professors  and  admin- 
istrators in  their  service  at  Southeast- 
ern." 

Neal  said  fundraising  will  not  be 
their  only  responsibility:  "We  value 
their  role  in  securing  financial  resources 
for  the  seminary;  yet  their  commit- 
ment to  share  with  others  what  God  is 
doing  on  this  campus  is  so  very  im- 
portant to  Southeastern's  long-term  vi- 
tality. The  establishment  of  this  Board 
is  no  small  accomplishment  for  the  fu- 
ture of  Southeastern  Seminarv."*^ 


^9. 
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Trustees  Approve  Counseling  Degree 


Voicing  assurance  that  a  proposed 
degree  in  biblically  based  counseling 
will  not  just  have  "a  veneer  of  Chris- 
tianity with  a  secular  perspective," 
President  Paige  Patterson  urged  the 
trustees  to  approve  in  principle  the 
program's  development. 

Meeting  March  13-14,  trustees  ex- 
pressed apprehension  in  creating  a 
program  that  would  produce  gradu- 
ates whose  counseling  techniques 
would  simply  rriirror  those  of  secular 
counseling,  instead  calling  for  a  de- 


gree plan  to  equip  graduates  to  pro- 
vide bibilical  guidance  in  lieu  of  a 
blend  of  psychotherapy  and  religios- 
ity to  people  in  need. 

Trustees  approved  the  new  track  in 
the  master  of  divinity  degree  pro- 
gram, acknowledging  the  need  in  so- 
ciety for  biblical  counseling.  "Either 
we  have  to  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
Word  of  God  and  that  God  super- 
naturally  changes  people,  or  we'll  just 
be  sprinkling  religious  'foo-foo  dust' 
on  hurting  people,"  said  trustee 


Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church,  Cordova,  Tenn. 

A  new  doctor  of  philosophy  degree 
was  also  approved  for  the  fall  1995  se- 
mester. Dean  Bush  told  the  board  the 
degree  program  will  be  unique.  "The 
Ph.D.  program  will  combine  the  tra- 
ditional American  model  with  the 
mentorship  roles  unique  to  the  Eiu'o- 
pean  academic  community,"  Bush 
said.  "We  anticipate  a  premier  pro- 
gram that  will  produce  a  very  high 
c]uality  graduate." 
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Students 
Share 
Gospel 


Differences  in  lan- 
guage placed  only  a 
short-lived  barrier  in 
front  of  an  eight  day 
mission  effort  to  north- 
central  Mexico  by  a 
team  from  Southeast- 
ern. 

A  team  of  21  students 
left  the  campus  on 
March  4  confident  prior 
arrangements  for  local 
translators  insured  they 
would  be  able  to  share 
the  regalo,  or  "gift,"  of 
God  in  Christ  with  the 
people  in  the  towns  of 
Muzquiz  and  San  Jose 
de  Auda  without 
language  problems. 

Yet  upon  their  arrival 
the  group  found  things 
not  exactly  as  planned: 
"When  we  got  down 
there,  all  of  our  transla- 
tors had  backed  out. 
The  first  order  was  to 
pray  for  God  to  provide  translators,"  said  Gerald  Cowen, 
professor  of  pastoral  leadership  and  church  ministries  at 
Southeastern. 

When  an  old  Chevy  truck  pulled  alongside  team 
members  as  they  walked  through  Muzquiz's  town 
square, the  driver  slowing  to  ask  the  group  what  they  were 
doing  in  the  town,  the  students  feared  the  worst. 

Upon  hearing  of  their  mission  to  the  Mexican  people, 
the  driver  stepped  out  of  the  cab  volunteering  to  be  their 
interpreter  —  the  team  knew  then  that  God  was  truly  in 
their  midst. 


A  second  team  of  students  traveled  to  San  Jose  de 
Auda,  a  town  so  remote  it  was  not  on  any  local  map.  The 
principal  of  the  secondary  school  helped  overcome  the 
loss  of  interpreters  by  allowing  a  student,  Omar,  to 
witness  with  the  mission  team.  "Omar  was  a  real  answer 
to  prayer,  because  we  had  prayed  for  him  that  morning. 
Within  two  hours,  we  met  him,"  said  Peter  Schemm,  a 
second  year  student  at  Southeastern. 

While  witnessing  in  San  Jose  de  Auda,  the  team  soon 
discovered  that  other  religious  groups,  such  as  the 
CathoHcs  and  Jehovah  Witnesses,  sold  their  tracts  to  the 
Mexican  people.  The  students  made  a  point  of  sharing 
the  Good  News  without  cost,  which  surprised  the  locals. 

"When  we  handed  a  tract  to  them,  we  said,  "regalo." 
Whenever  they  found  out  that  we  were  giving  it  to  them, 
they  took  it  and  they  read  it.  Then  they  came  back  and 
wanted  to  know  more  about  the  free  gift  of  Jesus  Christ," 
said  Randy  DeLoach,  a  master  of  divinity  sttident  at 
Southeastern. 

DeLoach  recalled  one  elderly  man  sitting  in  the  park, 
who  almost  begged  the  mission  team  for  a  Bible.  "We 
gave  him  a  Bible,  and  he  was  so  appreciative,"  DeLoach 
said.  Charles  Ligon,  a  first  year  student,  echoed  these 
sentiments:  "You  wouldn't  let  someone  pass  without 
giving  them  a  tract  and  sharing  the  Gospel." 

After  God  provided  the  teams  with  a  means  to  share 
the  Gospel,  the  team  to  Muzquiz  joined  forces  with  a 
local  church.  Second  Immanuel  Baptist  Church,  to  reach 
the  town  of  70,000.  With  the  help  of  the  mission  team, 
this  church  with  23  members  recorded  130  decisions  by 
the  end  of  the  week. 

The  believers  from  America  worked  well  with  the 
Mexican  believers,  Deloach  said.  The  unit}'  "showed  me 
how  God  could  use  the  people  from  two  different  places, 
two  different  cultures;  how  God  blended  our  hearts 
together,  how  they  were  such  an  impact  on  our  lives,  and 
we,  on  their  lives.  God  used  them  to  show  us  how  He 
could  move,"  he  added.  ^ 


Don't  move! 

We're  coming  to  you. 

Southeastern  announces  the  opening  of  it's  newest 
extension  center  at  FBC  Snellville,  Georgia.  Exten- 
sion Centers  provide  a  convenient  way  for  you  to 
work  on  your  Master  of  Divinity  degree  without 
leaving  home.  For  more  information  about  starting  or 
continuing  your  education  at  one  of  Southeastern's 
four  extension  centers  contact  the  SEBTS 
Admission's  office  at:  1-800-284-6317 


SEBTS  Extension  Centers: 

Norfolk,  Virginia 
Charlotte,  N.  Car. 

Augusta,  Georgia 
Snellville,  Georgia 
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Language  was  not  an  issue  for 
three  Southeastern  students  on 
their  mission  trip  to  Kenya.  Todd 
Thornton  and  Joyce  and  Andy 
Bealer  spoke  with  Kenyans  in  a 
tongue  that  transcended  their 
divergent  cultures. 

Only  minutes  alter  arriving  at 
the  hotel  in  Rongo,  Kenya,  the 
Bealers  noticed  two  men  under  a 
thatch-rooted  gazebo  rapidly 
moving  their  hands  through  the  air 
—  apparently  communicating  by 
sign  language. 

"We  knew  we  were  invited  to 
Kenya  to  plant  churches  but 
nobody  knew  for  sure  what  we 
would  be  doing,"  said  Thornton, 
who  taught  the  deaf  for  10  years  in 
the  Volusia  County,  Fla.,  school 
system  before  enrolling  at  South- 
eastern. "That  we  would  meet  deaf 
people  or  be  put  in  touch  with 
them  right  there  in  Kenya  simply 


Sign  of 
God's 
Blessing: 

students  Preach 
Silently  , 


blew  me  away." 

"It  may  well  have  been  the  cry  of  the 
deaf  in  Africa  that  brought  us  to  them," 
suggested  Thornton,  echoing  the  words 
of  a  school  teacher  for  the  deaf  in  Rongo. 
Thornton  added,  "Maybe  God  sent  us  as 
confirmation  of  their  prayers,  to  let  them 
know  He  has  not  forgotten  them  and  that 
He  is  in  control." 
"It  was  doubly  exciting  for  the  believers 


in  the  deaf  community;  not  only 
had  strangers  come  to  their  nation 
to  share  Christ,  but  they  also  were 
able  to  speak  to  them,"  said  Joyce 
Bealer,  who  will  be  returning  to 
Kenya  this  September  with  her 
family.  Her  husband  Andy  is 
enrolled  in  Southeastern's  Master  of 
Divinity  with  Church  Planting 
degree  program  in  which  students 
spend  the  last  two  years  of  their 
academic  classwork  on  the  mission 
field. 

Joyce,  whose  interest  in  communi- 
cating with  the  deaf  began  with  her 
work  with  a  sign  language  choir  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Euless,  Texas, 
said,"While  we  were  with  the  deaf, 
the  rest  of  the  group  was  leading 
people  to  Christ  outside  the  hotel. 
It  was  like  God  was  using  every- 
body there  in  a  different  way  to 
meet  the  unique  needs  of  the 
Kenyan  people."  A 


During  an  historic  commissioning  service  in  Binkley 
Chapel  May  3,  nine  students  began  a  journey  never 
before  traveled  in  the  history  of  SBC  seminary  educa- 
tion. The  students,  accompanied  by  their  families,  will 
complete  Southeastern's  innovative  M.Div./Church 
Planting  degree  while  on  the  foreign  mission  field  this 
fall. 

Having  completed  at 
least  two  years  of  study  to- 
ward their  M.Div.  degrees, 
the  students  will  finish 
their  coursework  in  Kenya 
while  helping  FMB  mis- 
sionaries  plant  churches. 
The  degree  program  repre- 
sents a  unique  arrangement 
between  Southeastern  and 
the  FMB. 

President  Patterson  told  the  students  they  are  to  fin- 
ish their  studies  but  are  also  "to  start  churches  and 
preach  the  gospel."  He  said,  "You  have  a  heavy  respon- 
sibility. This  has  to  work.  It  is  critical.  If  you  are  suc- 
cessful, others  may  get  to  the  mission  field  one  year 
earlier  than  usual."  * 


He  also  warned  about  the  suffering  encountered  in 
a  new  culture:  "All  you  can  do  is  go  over  there  and  find 
what  great  things  you  must  suffer  for  the  Lord.  I  want 
you  to  know  there  is  a  such  a  glory  that  will  attend 
your  ministries  that  you  cannot  even  begin  to  imagine 
it  right  now.  So  go  with  the  heart  of  a  servant,  attempt 

the  impossible,  trust 
in  God;  He  will  bring 
it  to  pass." 

Faculty  and  stu- 
dents encircled  the 
kneeling,  Kenya- 
bound  families  in  a 
tender  moment  as 
Patterson  prayed: 
"Protect  these  my 
children.  Watch  over 
them  Lord.  May  they 
abide  in  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty."  The  father  of 
two  children  himself,  Patterson's  voiced  cracked  while 
praying,  "May  you  let  no  evil  thing  come  near  them. 
Protect  them  physically,  especially  the  little  ones  that 
go  with  Mom  and  Dad."  A 
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Kenyan  hearts , .  .ripe  unto  harvest 


Single  Tract  Yields 
2,310  Conversions 


In  a  scenario  reminiscent  ot  the 
parable  of  the  Sower,  gospel 
seeds  planted  via  a  tract  in  the 
mid- 80s  yielded  a  field  ready  for 
harvest  during  SEBTS'  mission  trip 
to  Kenya,  Dec.  27-Jan.  13.  Professor 
of  Missions  Keith  Eitel  led  21 
students  on  a  10-day  evangelism  and 
church  planting  mission.  Eitel  said, 
"We  saw  2,310  solid  professions  of 
faith.  Now,  mud  walls  are  going  up 
on  eight  new  churches  as  a  result  of 
God's  blessing  our  efforts.  And  since 
we  returned  to  the  States,  three  more 
churches  have  started  ." 

Eitel  told  of  a  1984  trip  he  led  to 
Kenya,  while  a  professor  at  The 
Criswell  College  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  how  distributing  tracts  bearing 
the  college's  address  ultimately  swept 
so  many  souls  into  God's  Kingdom. 
"One  tract  floated  from  hand-to- 
hand  until  it  landed  in  the  hand  of  a 
man  who  wrote  me  a  letter,  five  years 
after  our  trip,"  Eitel  said.  "After 
studying  the  tract  and  the  Scripture 
references  very  carefully,  he  decided 
what  he  had  been  taught  as  a  Roman 
Catholic  was  wrong.  Upon  his 
acceptance  of  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior,  he  was  excommunicated.  And 
now  he  was  writing  to  me,  asking  for 
someone  to  come  teach  him  the 
Bible." 

SEBTS  students  who  made  the 
6,000  mile  journey  commonly 
admitted  they  did  not  believe  they 
had  the  skiUs  necessary  for  such  a 
mission.  "I  was  so  worried  I  wouldn't 
be  able  to  lead  anyone  to  Jesus,"  said 


Doug  Millar,  "and  I  didn't.  Jesus  drew 
people  to  Himself  through  me." 
Wayne  Young  said,  "My  greatest  fear 
was  that  I  would  mishandle  God's 
Word.  I  didn't  believe  I  had  done  a 
good  job  preaching.  But  God  taught 
me  that  His  power  is  not  in  my  words 
but  in  His  Word."  Sonya  Barnes 
observed  that  in  a  land  known  for 
physical  hunger,  "The  people  were 
starving  for  God's  Word." 

From  mountain  village  to  motel 
lobby,  from  town  market  to  farm 
field,  God  provided  a  plethora  of 
settings  to  share  the  message  of 
Christ.  One  Kenyan  man  met  the 
Lord  via  students  who  witnessed 
while  he  worked  his  crops.  The  man 
later  told  a  church  group,  "My  heart 
shook  with  fear  when  I  heard  God's 
Word,  because  I  knew  I  needed 
salvation." 

Mark  Thomas  recalled  meeting 
four  young  girls  on  a  mountain  path, 
who,  through  his  interpreter,  invited 
Thomas  to  visit  their  village.  Thomas 
said,  "As  I  walked  through  the 
cornfield  to  the  village,  I  felt  as  if 
Satan  were  nipping  at  my  heels, 
telling  me:  'These  people  won't  know 
what  you're  talking  about,  and  they'll 
think  you're  a  fool.'"  Thomas  said  one 
girl's  elderly  grandmother  accepted 
Christ,  saying,  "God  is  the  creator.  If 
He  has  come  to  me,  how  can  I  refuse 
Him?" 

A  divine  rendezvous  in  the  wee 
hours  of  the  morning  brought  salva- 
tion to  a  guard  at  the  students'  hotel. 
Jonathan  Baker  couldn't  sleep,  so  he 


took  his  Bible  to  the  lobby  to  read. 
"One  security  guard,  while  making 
his  rounds,  stopped  and  asked  what 
I  was  reading,"  said  Baker.  "When 
I  shared  the  Gospel  with  him,  the 
guard  accepted  Jesus."  Baker  admit- 
ted he  was  a  bit  skeptical  about  the 
guard's  sincerity  "until  later  that  day 
when  the  guard  met  me  at  the  hotel, 
saying,  'I  brought  two  of  my  friends 
who  need  Jesus.  Will  you  please  tell 
them  about  Jesus,  too?'" 

Kevin  Barnes  was  confronted  by 
an  older  Kenyan  man,  who  looked 
him  straight  in  the  eye  and  asked, 
"Are  you  coming  back  to  us?"  Barnes 
said  he  realized  then  that  the  10  days 
of  miracles  were  not  an  end  but  a 
beginning  of  what  God  wiU  do  in 
Kenya  through  Southeastern's  new 
Master  of  Divinity  with  Church 
Planting  degree.  Barnes,  who  spent 
his  childhood  in  Kenya  with  his 
missionary  parents,  told  the  man, 
"Lord  willing,  I  will  come  back;  and 
if  not  me,  I  will  pray  that  God  will 
send  someone  to  share  with  you, 
disciple  you,  and  help  you  grow  in 
Jesus  Christ." 

Eitel  said  the  dedication  of  the 
Kenyan  people  to  their  new  faith  in 
Christ  was  no  more  clearly  evidenced 
than  by  the  Kenyan  who  accepted 
Christ  on  Tuesday  and  whose  house 
was  burned  to  the  ground  by  dis- 
gruntled friends  on  Friday.  He  said 
the  man's  response  evidenced  a  new 
found  God-given  grace  as  he  prayed: 
"Forgive  them  Father  for  they  don't 
know  what  they're  doing."(^ 
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Southeastern  History  Professor 


Decries  Ongoing 
Racism 


The  virus  of  racism  still  in- 
fects all  of  society,  including 
its  churches,  stated  Fred 
Grissom,  professor  of  church 
history  at  Southeastern  in  the 
Jan.  18  spring  convocation 
opening  SEBTS'  45th  year  as 
a  Southern  Baptist  seminary. 

Grissom,  comparing  the 
false  prophets  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament with  those  in  Ameri- 
can history  who  argued  for  a 
legal  and  societal  distinction 
by  race,  said,  "...  racial  fear 
and  hatred  eat  away  at  our 
soul  and  rob  us  of  the  peace 
that  could  be  ours  if  we  re- 
pented of  our  sin  and  began 
to  love  one  another  as  Jesus 
did." 

"There  is  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  neither  slave  nor  free, 
there  is  neither  male  nor  fe- 
male, for  you  are  all  one  in 
Christ  Jesus,"  Grissom  said, 
reading  from  Galatians  3:28. 
"I  don't  know  all  this  verse 
means,"  he  added,  "but  I 
know  it  means  at  least  one 
thing  —  there  is  no  room  for 
racism  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  the  followers  of 
Christ." 

Grissom,  a  native  of  Ala- 
bama, recounted  memories  of 
his  childhood  where  the  lo- 
cal department  store  had  two 
drinking  fountains.  "Each 
had  a  sign  over  it,  and  even 
before  I  could  read  the  signs 
I  knew  I  was  supposed  to 
drink  from  one  and  people 
whose  skin  color  was  differ- 
ent from  mine  were  to  drink 
from  the  other." 


He  said  it  was  a  visit  to  the 
zoo  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  as  a 
6-year-old,  that  brought  him 
to  a  realization  that  his  skin 
color  gave  him  an  advantage 
in  society:  "Our  visit  to  the 
zoo  was  to  be  the  highlight 
of  the  trip.  But  we  didn't  get 
to  go  to  the  zoo.  It  was 
Thursday,  and  Thursday  was 


"colored"  day  at  the  zoo.  Af- 
ter a  while  it  occurred  to  me 
that  people  like  me  could  go 
every  day  of  the  week  but 
one." 

Grissom  said  even  though 
he  had  heard  preachers  say 
conditions  in  society  were 
good  and  right  —  "that  seg- 
regation was  part  of  God's 
eternal  plan  and  that  any  at- 
tempt to  change  God's  will  in 


this  matter  was  a  sin  against 
God"  —  he  was  no  longer 
"sure  this  was  a  good  and 
right  thing." 

While  these  preachers  were 
sure  their  message  was  God's 
message,  Grissom  said  they 
made  a  serious  mistake  when 
they  encouraged  him  to  read 
the  Bible.  He  discovered 
Scripture  texts  they  used  to 
defend  their  stand  for  segre- 
gation did  not  agree  with 
Jesus'  teaching. 

"In  reading  the  Bible,  I 
found  Jesus  never  treated  any 
person,  no  matter  how  lowly 
or  despicable  in  the  eyes  of 
others,  with  any  less  love  than 
he  treated  those  just  like  him- 
self I  discovered  the  test  to 
discern  a  true  prophet  is  to 
ask:  'Does  the  message  the 
prophet  is  speaking  fit  the 
teachings  of  Jesus?'" 

The  structure  of  legal  seg- 
regation in  society  has  been 
demoHshed,  but  Grissom  said 
people  still  act  on  the  basis  of 
race  more  than  Christian 
love,  affirming  a  continuing 
need  for  the  message  of  men 
like  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

"There  is  no  'us'  and  'them' 
in  Christ;  there  is  only  'we.' 
We  will  never  be  able  to  be 
the  ministers  in  Christ  that 
God  intends  us  to  be  until 
and  unless  we  lay  aside  the 
weight  of  racism  that  has  be- 
set us  for  so  long.  It  is  a  scan- 
dal on  those  who  claim  to  be 
God's  prophets,"  Grissom 
said.  The  conclusion  of  his 
address  was  met  with  a  stand- 
ing ovation  from  the  packed 
crowd  in  Southeastern's 
Binkley  Chapel. 


Frost:  Racism  Blocking 
Winds  Of  Revival  in 
U.S.  Cities 

Racism  has  in  many  cases  rendered  the  witness  of 
the  corporate  church  almost  totally  ineffective,"  said 
Gary  Frost,  pastor  of  Rising  Star  Baptist  Church, 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  in  an  address  at  Southeastern. 

Frost,  an  African-American  who  was  elected  sec- 
ond vice  president  of  the  SBC  in  1994,  continued, 
"Until  this  racism  is  biblically  and  publicly  dealt  with 
amongst  believers,  there  is  no  hope  of  a  sweeping  re- 
vival of  the  magnitude  that  is  necessary  to  save  our 
cities. 

There  are  no  easy  answers  to  the  urban  crisis:  "New 
programs,  more  money,  larger  staffs,  by  themselves, 
are  not  going  to  win  the  day.  There  are  foundational 
issues  that  must  be  addressed  in  believer's  hearts  be- 
fore we  will  see  victory  in  the  city. 

"It  is  racism  which  is  holding  back  the  winds  of 
revival  from  the  inner  city,"  Frost  said  Feb.  28,  dur- 
ing the  annual  seminar  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Chris- 
tian Life  Commission.  Bitterness  among  black 
Americans  is  rooted  in  the  injustices  of  the  past  and 
can  only  be  remedied  spiritually,  said  Frost. 

"There  is  some  hurt  in  black  America,  and  the 
wound  has  never  properly  been  cleansed,"  he  said. 
"We've  put  Band-Aids  on  it,  tried  to  cover  it  up,  talked 
about  it,  but  it  has  not  been  cleansed.  I  don't  believe 
politics  will  cleanse  this  wound.  I  believe  the  people 
of  God  alone  can  cleanse  it.  JL 
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Seminary  Presidents  Offer  Views  on  Culture  War 


Southeastern  President  Paige  Patterson  and  Southern  Seminary  President  Albert  Mohler joined  a  host  of 
renowned  speakers  at  the  Christian  Life  Commissions  annual  seminar  The  theme  for  the  conference,  held  earlier 
this  year  on  Southeastern  s  campuSy  was  'War  of  the  Worlds:  World  Views  and  the  Struggle for  the  Nations  Soul'. 


Patterson: 

Culture  War 
a  Perennial 
Battle 


Things  are  no  ditterent  now  than 
they  always  have  been,  said  Presi- 
dent Patterson  in  the  CLC's  con- 
ference: "War  ot  the  Worlds,"  Feb. 
27-March  1.  From  the  Binkley 
Chapel  pulpit,  he  said  culture  wars 
arc  as  ancient  as  Old  Testament 
events  such  as  Abraham's  culture 
shock  in  Haran  and  Canaan, 
Moses'  marriage  to  an  Ethiopian 
woman,  Jonah's  sojourn  into 
Ninevah,  or  Paul's  experiences  in 
Europe.  "America  is  in  trouble,  as 
is  the  West,  but  this  otters  Chris- 
tians a  great  opportunity"  to  be  salt 
and  light,  he  said. 
Reading  trom  Acts  17,  Patterson  said,  "Paul's  meeting  with 
the  Epicurean  and  Stoic  philosophers  is  a  pertect  paradigm  on 
how  to  meet  the  culture  war  ot  our  time."  Paul  was  careful  to 
"compliment"  Athenian  religiosity  without  "compromising  his 
own  beliefs.  Paul  told  the  sophists,  'It's  a  good  thing  you  re- 
membered the  unknown  God,  but  Fm  here  to  tell  you  he  is  the 
Creator;  and  he's  upset  that  you  don't  even  know  his  name.'" 

Advising  Christians  to  see  cultural  aberrations  as  opportuni- 
ties instead  of  obstacles,  Patterson  said  he  used  a  Moslem 
mosque  in  Damascus  to  witness  to  Muslims.  One  ot  the  mina- 
rets, or  mosque  towers,  is  called  the  "Jesus  minaret,"  because 
Muslims  honor  Jesus  as  a  great  prophet.  Patterson  told  the 
Muslims,  "This  is  not  possible.  Great  prophets  do  not  lie,  and 
since  Jesus  claimed  to  be  God  in  human  flesh,  he  must  have 
spoken  falsely.  Either  he  lied,  thus  disqualitying  him  from  the 
prophet's  mantle,  or  he  told  the  truth,  in  which  case  he  was 
more  than  just  a  great  prophet." 

When  Patterson  was  in  the  Baghdad  guest  house  of  Saddam 
Hussein  several  years  ago,  he  presented  the  minaret  argument 
to  Yasir  Arafat,  chairman  ot  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organi- 
zation. "Arafat  said,  'I  never  thought  ot  it  that  way,'  as  the  con- 
viction of  God  spread  across  his  face,"  said  Patterson.  Though 
Arafat  made  no  commitment  to  study  the  issue,  the  door  was  at 
least  opened.  "I  can  only  imagine  the  impact  this  man's  conver- 
sion would  have  on  the  whole  Middle  East,"  Patterson  said. 

Patterson  said  there  is  a  proper  Christian  response  to  per- 
verse cultural  norms:  "The  way  to  win  the  culture  war  is  to  out- 
love,  out-pray,  out-torgive,  out-study,  and  out-work  your  op- 
ponents. It  you  trust  God  to  deliver  the  miracle,  then  the  miracle 
is  on  the  way."»A» 


Mohler: 

Homosexuality  a 
Sign  of  Creature 
Worship 


Homosexuality  indicates  a  people 
who  have  corrupted  their  knowledge 
of  God,  said  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr. 
during  the  CLC's  annual  seminar. 
"The  first,  toremost  and  clearest  ex- 
ample of  what  happens  when  a  people 
worship  the  creature  instead  ot  the 
creator  is  homosexuality.  The  human 
creature  corrupts  and  perverts  the 
knowledge  ot  God,"  said  the  South- 
ern Seminary  president.  "Homosexu- 
ality is  the  creature  shaking  his  fist  in 
the  tace  ot  God,  saying,  'I  do  know 
best;  I  will  do  what  I  want.'" 

Yet,  Mohler  said  the  "homo- 
sexualization"  of  American  culture 

has  occurred  while  the  church  has  slept:  "The  church  has  hardly 
responded  to  the  homosexuality  issue  with  a  certain  sound.  It 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  now  the  most  powerful 
countercultural  force  in  society,  we  are  not  true  to  the  Gospel, 
and  we  are  not  true  to  our  Lord."  The  evangelical  community  is 
charged  with  homophobia  and  hatred  when  it  responds  to  the 
issue  ot  homosexuality  in  scriptural  terms,  Mohler  noted.  "It 
evangelicals  have  a  hangup  on  homosexuality,  then  so  did  Paul." 

Citing  Romans  1,  Mohler  said,  "Each  ot  us  has  within  our- 
selves, implanted  by  God,  a  knowledge  ot  God.  Paul  is  abun- 
dantly clear  the  problem  is  not  that  we  do  not  know,  it  is  that  we 
have  corrupted  that  knowledge.  Paul  says,  'If  you  want  to  see 
what  happens  when  people  pervert  the  knowledge  of  God-  -the 
tangible,  lite  impact  it  has--look  at  men  who  give  up  the  natural 
desire  tor  woman  and  burn  in  lust  tor  other  men.'"  Despite  the 
eftorts  of  revisionists,  the  text  is  as  unambiguous  as  it  can  be, 
Mohler  said.  "Paul  has  lett  no  interpretative  space.  There  is  noth- 
ing ambiguous  or  unclear  in  the  text."  When  a  people  accom- 
modate themselves  to  the  sin  ot  homosexuality,  they  also  are 
accommodating  themselves  to  the  perversion  of  the  knowledge 
of  God,  Mohler  said.  "God  will  give  them  up--not  only  as  indi- 
viduals, but  as  a  society  as  well.  That  is  what  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  are  all  about,"  Mohler  warned. 

The  people  ot  God  must  speak  the  truth  in  love  and  speak  it 
plainly,  Mohler  said.  "We  may  be  labeled  as  intolerant,  but  we 
must  be  intolerant  of  sin  as  we  seek  to  preach  the  gospel  to  sin- 
ners." And  believers  must  be  compassionate.  "The  tlrst  act  ot 
compassion  is  to  warn  sinners  about  sin.  How  is  it  compassion- 
ate to  tell  persons  who  are  in  peril  that  there  is  no  danger?" 
Mohler  asked.  Jk» 
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Faculty  Profile 


Dr.  Paul  Carlisle,  assistant  pas- 
toral care  and  counseling  pro- 
fessor at  Southeastern,  fills  a 
vital  spot  on  the  school's  faculty. 
Playing  a  critical  role  in  design- 
ing Southeasterns  upcoming 
M. Di'V./ Counseling  degree, 
Carlisle  has  a  deep  desire  to 
equip  men  and  women  to  face 
the  pastoral  challenges  they  will 
see  on  the  field.  In  the  follow- 
ing pages  the  transplanted 
Texan  shares  how  God  called 
him  to  minister  as  a  care-giver, 
as  well  as  providing  his  insights 
on  the  importance  of  Christian 
counseling  in  today's  culture. 

Is  there  truly  a  need  for 
counseling  within  the  King- 
dom of  God?  Absolutely! 
From  the  variety  of  family  is- 
sues, which  run  the  gamut 
from  divorce  to  parent/child 
relationships,  to  deep-seated 
emotional  issues  such  as  anxi- 
ety and  guilt,  our  churches  are 
full  of  dysfunctional  people. 
It's  time  we  fliced  that  fact. 

This  is  important  because 
we  sometimes  treat  the  Gos- 
pel as  an  immediate  and  au- 
tomatic "cure-all"  to  a  sinner's 
every  problem.  At  the  surface 
at  least,  this  is  simply  not  true. 
The  Gospel  is  the  starting 
point  and  the  basis  ot  any 
counseling,  and  it  does  pro- 
vide the  'power'  source  to 
help  with  problems;  but  one 
only  need  look  around 
Christendom  and  see  that 
personal  problems  continue 
to  be  painfully  obvious. 
Christians  are  not  immune 
from  the  sting  of  Fallen  cre- 
ation. The  church  must  stop 
glibly  saying,  "We're  okay." 
Many  of  God's  people  are  re- 
ally hurting. 


You  have  said  your  conver- 
sion experience  and  call  to 
the  Lord  and  His  ministry 
weren't  exactly  'textbook'. 

The  Lord  called  me  to  His 
side  from  the  back  row  of  a 
Baptist  church,  where  I  sat  as 
a  16-year-old  usher.  It  was 
not  a  particularly  dramatic 
conversion;  I  just  became 
convinced  that  my  eternal 
destiny  was  not  secure,  so  I 
settled  it  that  day.  I  did  not 
have  a  major,  cathartic  expe- 
rience; I  simply  had  a  peace 
and  quiet  in  my  heart  that  was 
very  unusual  for  me. 

Coming  to  salvation  was 
difficult  though,  because  I 
was  as  moral  as  the  Christian 
kids.  The  testimonies  I  had 
heard  were:  "I  ran  from  God 
for  a  thousand  years;  I  killed 
12  people;  I  did  drugs  in  both 
arms."  See,  I  really  thought 
that  God  had  a  second  plan 
of  conversion  for  those  who 
thought  they  were  moral.  If 
someone  would  have  said,  "I 
was  a  strong,  moral,  church- 
going  person  before  I  met 
Jesus  Christ,"  I  believe  I 
would  have  accepted  the 
Lord  on  the  basis  of  such  a 
testimony  right  then. 

And  when  I  was  called  to 
the  ministry,  I  thought  I  had 
to  run  away  from  that,  too. 
Those  same  testimonies  I  had 
heard  confused  me,  and  my 
frustration  was  I  wanted  to  be 
in  ministry.  I  mean,  when 
God  brought  that  to  my  mind 
at  age  17,  and  then  called  me 
at  18, 1  thought,  "Shouldn't  I 
be  repulsed  or  hate  this?"  Pas- 
tors weren't  real  helpful  to 
me-the  two  or  three  I  talked 
to-they  weren't  sure  what  to 
do  with  me.  I  was  too  eager 


for  them,  and  they  said: 
"Well,  just  pray,  brother." 

Why  do  students  seem  eager 
to  register  for  your  classes?  I 

am  secure  enough  in  my  re- 
lationship with  God  that  I 
don't  mind  letting  them  see 
me  for  who  I  am,  which  is  an 
aspect  I  think  is  missing  in 
our  education.  I  don't  mind 
saying  to  my  class:  "My  wife 
and  I  had  an  argument,"  or  "I 
lost  my  cool  with  my  kids," 
or  "I  was  doubting  God  to- 
day." 

I  believe  too  often  we  hide 
behind  denial  that  keeps  any- 
one from  being  real.  The 
Lord  taught  me  during  the 
last  year  ('94)  that  He  deals 
in  reality,  and  the  reality  is: 
We  are  deficient  and  we  hurt. 
When  we  deny  that,  we  don't 
even  have  access  to  Him.  So 
part  of  my  intention  is  to  be 
as  real  as  I  can  without  being 
too  self-disclosing.  I  want 
Jesus  to  mediate  who  He  is 
through  me  as  much  as  He 
can  so  my  students  will  treat 
their  'sheep'  that  way. 


You  referred  to  what  God  has 
been  teachingyou...  I  had,  I 
guess,  what  I  thought  was  a 
pretty  normal  family  until  I 
was  15  or  16.  My  father,  be- 
cause of  a  lot  of  difficult  pres- 
sures, began  to  abuse  drugs 
and  then  alcohol.  My  parents 
divorced.  Then,  my  dad  died 
last  August.  I  became  de- 
pressed about  that.  I  learned 
a  lot  of  things,  but  who  wants 
to  go  through  that  valley  to 
learn  the  lessons? 

I  begin  to  realize  that  I  had 
deified  myself.  My  standards 
were  higher  than  God's-real 
stupid  theology  to  have.  So 
when  my  dad  died,  I  was  mad 
at  God  because  I  thought 
God  was  going  to  pull  him 
out  at  the  last  minute.  I  was 
also  mad  at  myself,  because  I 
had  counseling  and  theologi- 
cal degrees-I  should  have 
fixed  my  dad.  I  thought  God 
was  disloyal  to  me;  my  theol- 
ogy was  wrong  at  that  point. 

To  whom  do  ministers  go 
when  they  need  counseling 
and  support?    I  don't  think 
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we  want  to  admit  we  even 
need  it.  I've  been  reading  the 
classic  pastoral  writers,  and 
they  say  you're  foolish  if  you 
don't  ask  for  help.  Jonathan 
encouraged  David  in  the 
Lord.  The  Lord  encouraged 
David  by  Himself  I  think  the 
individualism  and  the  au- 
tonomy of  our  society  has  told 
us,  "Don't  be  weak.  Don't  let 
anybody  get  close,  because 
they  may  really  see  who  you 
are. "They 're  going  to  see  your 
flaws,  though,  since  the  big 
angel  standing  in  his  Nikes  at 
the  Garden  means  perfection 
is  over,  so  why  do  we  keep 
faking  it? 

Now,  it's  offensive  to  me, 
because  faking  in  my  family 
destroyed  us.  I  know  Lm 
probably  too  strong  for  every- 
one on  this,  but  I  see  no  room 
for  hiding,  biblically.  David 
was  hiding;  and  everything  he 
did  for  a  year  was  counterpro- 
ductive. He  became  self-cen- 
tered, self-protective,  and 
self-gratifying.  He  got  so  far 
along  that  when  the  prophet 
confronted  him,  he  disasso- 
ciated. He  could  see 
everyone's  sin  but  his  own.  It's 
a  phenomenal  account  of 
what  denial  and  hiding  does. 

So,  are  we  willing  to  be 
humbled  by  God  and  say  we 
need  help?  I  lay  it  first  in  the 
pastor's  lap.  Second,  he  needs 
pastoral  friends  around  him 
that  do  not  agree  with  him 
and  will  not  agree,  "Yeah, 
that's  the  sorriest  deacon  I've 
ever  seen."  We  don't  get  that 
anymore.  It's  like  we  want 
koinonia  when  it's  cookies  and 
punch,  but  we  don't  want 
honesty.  We're  too  peripheral. 
We  do  not  self-disclose  be- 
cause we're  too  fragile.  We've 


missed  the  theology  of  grace. 
We  are  too  scared  to  tell 
people  they're  really  free,  re- 
ally free. 

What  challenging  roles  will 
the  shepherds  you  are  train- 
ing face  in  ministry  today? 

Too  many,  honestly.  There's 
two  sources  when  we  talk 
about  the  roles.  First  is  the 
minister's  own  expectations 
of  what  he  can  accomplish. 
When  he  fails  in  something, 
he  sometimes  wants  to  blame 
the  church.  When  I  began 
ministering,  I  just  wouldn't 
say  no  to  any  request.  It 
wasn't  that  I  couldn't,  but  I 
wouldn't,  because  I  felt  so 
much  guilt  about  serving 
God  for  pay. 

The  other  ingredient  is  the 
church  expects  a  person  to 
fulfill  multiple  roles  at  a  high 
level  of  efficiency.  I  think  in 
the  interview  of  a  prospective 
pastor,  both  candidate  and 
committee  ought  to  reconcile 
expectations  and  reality  on 
both  sides  of  the  pulpit.  Min- 
isters and  congregations  alike 
must  draw  clear  boundaries. 
Something  we  do  not  do  in 
Baptist  circles  is  believe  in  re- 
plenishment. We  think  the 
church  staff  can  run  all  day, 
sleep  six  hours,  and  be  over 
it.  As  mere  mortals,  we  can't. 

Now  about  this  new  masters' 
track  in  counseling,  what  is 
it's  significance  for  those 
called  to  the  pastoral  minis- 
try? Studies  show  that  up  to 
45  percent  of  persons  need- 
ing counseling  come  to  the 
pastor  first,  regardless  of 
other  counseling  help  avail- 
able. So  we  want  to  extend 
the  basic  education  of  the 


M.Div.  degree  to  equip  min- 
isterial students  not  just  to  do 
counseling,  but  to  enable 
them  to  train  staff  members 
and  the  laity  in  the  church  to 
do  some  counseling  as  well. 

What  imprint  do  you  hope  to 
leave  on  SEBTS'  new  coun- 
seling program  that  is  dis- 
tinctively Paul  Carlisle? 

First,  I  would  like  people  to 
know  that  God's  acceptance 
is  so  complete  in  my  life  and 
yours  that  we  can  be  who  we 
are  with  no  fear.  I  want  stu- 
dents to  be  motivated  by  love, 
not  by  fear.  It's  not  something 
I  can  teach  by  words  only.  It's 
something  that  we  do  to- 
gether. I  think  that  gets  us 
back  to  discipleship-it's  very 
biblical.  Counseling,  you  can't 
separate  it  from  discipling.  So 
when  students  leave  my  class, 
I  would  like  to  hear  them  say: 


"We  can  be  real  because  God 
is  sufficient." 

Second,  lost  people  are  real 
people,  not  plastic  Christians 
who  think  they  are  impec- 
cable and  who  are  doing  a 
poor  job  faking  it!  They  know 
we're  messed  up,  they  just 
want  to  know  how  you  will 
handle  it.  They  want  to  know 
what  you  do  when  your  dad 
dies,  what  do  you  do  when 
your  brother  is  on  drugs,  what 
do  you  do  when  you  lose  your 
job.  They  don't  want  that 
"everything's  fine"  stuff. 
We've  missed  listening  in 
much  of  our  evangelistic  ef- 
forts. I  think  if  we're  not  care- 
ful, we're  talking  so  much  that 
we're  not  hearing.  The 
Apostle  Paul  tried  to  be  all 
things  to  all  men,  and  Chris- 
tian counseling  can  round- 
out  both  a  minister's  evange- 
lism and  discipleship.  A 


Paul  Carlisle 
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Faculty  News 


James  H.  Blackmore,  visiting  professor  emeritus  of  Associate  of  Divinity  Studies, 
celebrated  his  fiftieth  year  of  marriage  to  Ruth  M.  Lillick  Blackmore  this  Spring.  The 
pair  were  honored  by  the  seminary's  associate  of  divinity  class  with  the  gift  of  an 
engraved  serving  platter.  Dr.  Blackmore,  a  1937  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College  who 
earned  his  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland  in  1951,  has  taught  at 
Southeastern  since  1969. 

Danny  Akin,  assistant  professor  of  Christian  theology,  and  Richard  Land,  executive  director  of  the  CLC,  will 
coauthor  The  New  American  Commentary  volume  on  1,2,3  John.  The  42 -volume  commentary  set  is  published 
by  Broadman  &  Holman,  a  division  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 

Daniel  R.  Heimbach,  associate  professor  of  Christian  ethics,  has  an  essay,  "'Biblical  Considerations  Relevant  to 
Homosexuals  in  the  Military:  A  View  from  Inside  the  Pentagon,"  included  in  God  and  Caesar,  published  by 
Christian  Publications,  Camp  Hill,  Penn.  The  book  is  a  collection  of  essays  given  at  the  1993  Evangelical  Theo- 
logical Society  in  Washington,  D.C. 

David  L.  Puckett,  professor  of  church  history,  authored  John  Calvim  Exegesis  of  the  Old  Testament,  published  by 
Westminster  John  Knox  Press,  Louisville,  Ky.  The  book  represents  Calvin's  "middle  way'  method  of  exegesis, 
which  attempted  to  strike  a  balance  between  traditional  Christian  and  Jewish  exegeses. 

Kurt  A.  Richardson,  assistant  professor  of  Christian  theology,  received  an  award  from  the  prestigious  Templeton 
Foundation  in  their  Science-Religion  Course  program.  He  also  presented  a  paper  entitled  "Contemporary  Re- 
newal of  Trinitarian  Theology:  Possibilities  of  Convergence  in  Doctrine  of  God"  at  the  Wheaton  Theology  Con- 
ference, Wheaton  College,  Wheaton,  111. 

Presidential  Appointments  Expand  Faculty 

David  Beck  is  currently  an  SEBTS  adjunct  professor  who  holds  a  Ph.D.  from  Duke  University  and  an  M.Div. 
from  Eastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Philadelphia,  Penn.  President  Patterson  appointed  Beck  as  associate 
professor  of  New  Testament. 

Carolyn  McClendon,  a  missionary  with  the  Home  Mission  Board  since  1981,  has  been  called  as  an  instructor  in 
Christian  education.  Holding  the  master  of  religious  education  degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary,  McClendon 
plans  to  complete  her  doctorate  in  education  this  fall.  She  worked  during  the  past  20  years  at  the  Baptist  Friend- 
ship House,  a  home  mission  outreach  center  nearby  the  French  Quarter  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

James  P.  Porowski,  who  holds  the  doctor  of  psychology  degree  from  George  Fox  College,  Newberg,  Ore.,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  faculty  as  assistant  professor  of  pastoral  care.  Porowski,  who  has  a  private  practice  in  clinical 
psychology  in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  earned  his  master  of  theology  at  Dallas  Theological  Seminary. 

Alvin  Reid,  a  prominent  scholar  in  evangelism  and  spiritual  awakening  will  be  the  first  to  occupy  the  Bailey  Smith 
Chair  of  Evangelism  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  is  currently  assistant  professor  of  Christianity 
at  Houston  Baptist  University,  Houston,  Texas. 

David  Sinclair,  who  has  a  Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  Texas/ Austin,  Th.M.  from  Dallas  Theological  Seminary, 
and  M.Div.  from  Southwestern  Seminary,  will  serve  as  associate  professor  of  preaching  and  speech. 
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by  Danny  Akin.,  Dean  of  Students  & 
Professor  of  Christian  Theology 


We  are  facing  an  integrity  crisis. 
Not  only  is  the  conduct  of  the 
church  in  question,  but  so  is  the  very 
character  of  the  church"  (Warren 
Wiersbe,The  Integrity  Crisis,  p.  171). 
A  morahty  crisis  exists  in  the  minis- 
try. An  integrity  crisis  faces  the  man 
of  God.  Though  statistical  data  is  not 
readily  available,  few,  if  any,  would 
challenge  the  assertion  that  immoral- 
ity has  reached  an  epidemic  stage.  In 
the  pulpits  and  pews  of  the  evangeli- 
cal community  respect  for  the  man  of 
God  has  reached  an  all  time  low.  The 
secular  media  exploits  every  failure. 
The  man  on  the  street  as  well  as  Hol- 
lywood moguls  delight  in  depicting 
the  clergy  as  men  obsessed  with 
women,  money,  power  and  prestige. 
The  humble  saint  of 


Crisis  in  Ministry: 

The  Holy  Standard  is  Lost 


that  fact.  Many  are  driven  by  gold  not 
by  God  —  the  lure  of  the  temporal  with 
little  concern  for  the  eternal,  motivated 
not  by  the  Saviour  but  by  selfishness. 
God  clearly  states  that  He  wants  His 
ministers  to  receive  adequate  provision 
and  that  they  should  not  be  paupers 
(1  Cor.  (9:7-14;  1  Tim.  5:17-18). 
However,  one  will  search  the  Scrip- 
tures in  vain  to  find  where  God  prom- 
ises financial  wealth.  Too  many  of 
God's-anointed  view  themselves  in  the 
model  of  the  corporate  CEO  rather 
than  a  shepherd-servant  or  pastor- 
teacher  of  a  flock.  In  a  desire  to  build 
something  great  for  God,  these  men 
lose  personal  perspective,  usually  find- 
ing themselves  spending  less  and  less 
time  with  their  spouses  and  families 


God  reels  in  heart- 
break, confusion,  and 
distrust  as  once  re- 
spected leaders  in  the 
Body  of  Christ  are  ex- 
posed in  sin  and  shame.  The  contem- 
porary diagnosis  is  clear:  The  church 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  in  critical 
condition.  The  situation  calls  for 
quick  and  decisive  action.  This 
present  problem  has  been  in  the  mak- 
ing for  many  years.  Without  ques- 
tion, the  root  cause  is  sin  and  evil  in 
the  human  heart  (Jer.  17:9;  Matt. 
15:19).  In  this  context  however,  Sa- 
tan, working  in  concert  with  the  flesh, 
has  utilized  some  effective  weapons  to 
slay  numerous  men  of  God.  Tragi- 
cally societ]',  together  with  its  mis- 
placed values,  has  affected  the  church 
more  than  the  church  has  affected  it. 
As  a  result,  we  have  lost  the  holy  stan- 
dard God  has  established  in  His  Word 
not  only  for  the  man  of  God  but  also 
for  the  Church  as  a  whole. 

Materialism  is  a  problem  in  minis- 
try. One  would  be  dishonest  to  deny 


Shallow  theology  and  false  ideas  of 
spirituality  have  led  to  failure  in  the  ministry. 


and  more  and  more  time  in  pursuit  of 
their  dream. 

Egotism  or  pride  is  also  rampant  in 
the  ministerial  ranks.  Personal  power, 
position,  and  prestige  are  often  justi- 
fied by  sanctimonious  words  of  "reach- 
ing more  through  bigger  and  better 
ministries  for  Christ."  An  important 
question  at  this  point  would  be,  "to 
whom  are  people  drawn  as  your  min- 
istry grows  -  the  minister  himself  or  a 
particular  ministry  or  the  Saviour?" 

Exaggeration  and  even  outright  ly- 
ing have  infested  the  holy  pulpit. 
"Ministerially  speaking"  has  become 
nothing  more  than  a  synonym  for  the 
speaking  of  falsehood.  In  order  to  re- 
gain respect,  we  must  of  necessity  go 
the  extra  mile  in  honest  speech  (Prov- 
erbs 6:16,  19). 

In  addition,  shallow  theology  and 
false  ideas  of  spirituality  have  led  to 


failure  in  the  ministry.  Biblical  expo- 
sition is  the  exception  rather  than  the 
rule  on  Sunday  morning.  Anemic 
biblical  exegesis  as  well  an  overem- 
phasis tending  toward  legalism  on  one 
hand  and  emotionalism  on  the  other 
contribute  to  the  lack  of  vitality  in  the 
pulpit.  The  tragic  end  of  all  of  this  is 
an  unstable  doctrinal  foundation  in 
the  affected  churches  that  will  ulti- 
mately collapse  under  pressure. 

One  might  interject  at  this  point,  I 
see  how  these  things  are  related  to  in- 
tegrity, but  what  is  their  connection 
with  immorality?  The  answer  is  this: 
when  a  man  is  consumed  with  a  de- 
sire for  more  in  one  area  (material- 
ism) it  often  leads  to  a  desire  for  more 
in  another  (sex).  When  a  man  de- 
ceives himself  into 
thinking  that  he  de- 
serves and  is  entitled 
to  the  power,  position, 
and  prestige  that  often 
accompany  a  success- 
ful ministry,  he  may  also  easily  deceive 
himself  into  thinking  that  he  deserves 
more  than  God  has  given  him.  En- 
tertaining such  a  delusion,  he  con- 
vinces himself  that  he  is  entitled  to 
the  sordid  satisfaction  a  liaison  to  a 
woman  other  than  his  wife  would  pro- 
vide. 

If  success  brings  a  man  to  be  dis- 
honest in  one  area  of  his  life  (lying 
and  exaggerating  his  own  accomplish- 
ments), he  will  likely  be  dishonest  in 
other  areas,  including  faithfulness  to 
his  wife  and  ultimately  faithfulness  to 
his  Saviour.  The  causes  for  such  fail- 
ures can  be  traced  to  three  basic 
points:  a)  a  loss  of  devotional  walk 
with  the  Saviour,  b)  a  loss  of  con- 
tinual meditation  in  the  Scriptures,  c) 
a  loss  of  personal  intimacy  with  one's 
spouse, 
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Student  Focus 


Pastor  Jumps  to  Challenge  Church 
to  'Sky-High'  Sunday  School  Goal 

Almost  100  Wood  Baptist  Church  members, 
ofWood,  N.C.,  cheered  and  clapped  as  their  pas- 
tor and  youth  minister  plummeted  to  the  earth  at 
120  mph  Easter  Sunday  afternoon. 

The  members  then  sighed  reliel  as  two  brightly 
colored  parachutes  snapped  open,  their  vivid  col- 
ors vibrating  against  a  gray  sky.  Pastor  Butch 
Caner  and  his  brother  Emir,  who  had  never  be- 
fore skydived,  jumped  trom  a  plane  at  13,500  feet, 
keeping  their  promise  concerning  a  Sunday  school 
goal  of  100. 

"This  is  pure  idiocy,"  said  Butch,  donning  a 
black  jump  suit,  "but  I'll  do  anything  to  get  people 
in  Sunday  school,  under  the  Word  of  God."  Emir 
was  a  bit  more  sullen,  reminding  Butch,  "You  got 
me  into  this." 

The  rural  town  of  Wood,  about  50  miles  northeast  ot  Raleigh,  has 
116  residents;  and  not  since  1945  has  the  church  had  100  in  Sunday 
school.  Butch  and  Emir,  both  SEBTS  students,  challenged  the  mem- 
bers to  a  goal  equivalent  to  the  town's  population.  Butch  said,  "We 
wanted  to  show  our  members,  our  sister  churches,  and  our  seminary 


Butch. 


friends  who  pastor  small,  rural  churches  that 
anything  is  possible  with  God's  grace  and  some 
Christian  grit."  During  the  Easter  mormng 
worship  service,  attended  by  more  than  200, 
Butch  announced,  "We  didn't  have  100  m  Sun- 
day school,"  then  he  paused  dramatically:  "We 
had  169,"  he  said  amidst  erruptmg  applause. 

Butch  began  his  pastorate  at  Wood  m  1992, 
when  the  church  averaged  17-20  in  Sunday 
school.  "Now  we  have  65-70,  with  a  worship 
attendance  of  110,"  he  said. 

"Many  rural  pastors  assume  nothing  can  be 
done  with  15-20  members,  but  15-20  can  be- 
come 150-200  souls,"  Butch  said.  "The  only 
difference  is  it  takes  a  little  longer  to  stoke  a 
fire  than  to  start  one.  It's  time  to  show  the 
world  that  any  church  can  do  anything.for  the 
kingdom  if  we  are  united  and  ignited,"  said 


Following  the  jump,  with  children  clamoring  on  the  brothers  for 
hugs  and  kisses  all  around,  Butch  remarked,  "You'd  think  we  were 
just  back  from  Desert  Storm."  Emir  replied,  "No  exam  is  too  tough 
now— not  even  one  of  Dr.  ,  Patterson's  blitz  quizzes. "gli 


SEBTS  Alumna/FMB  Missionary  Brings  Bulgarian  Youth  to  U.S.  for  Medical  Care 

,  Plamen  Apostolav  had  no  idea  the  electrical  cable  he  played  with  church, "said  Welch,  a  member  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Gibsonville, 

was  pulsing  with  thousands  of  volts,  but  the  current  blasted  holes  in  N.C.  She  said  Apostolov  had  heard  the  Gospel  "many  times." 

each  of  his  feet,  crimped  the  fingers  and  blew  the  thumb  off  his  Welch  ministered  for  two- and-a-half  years,  beginning  in  1992, 

right  hand,  and  burned  his  left  arm  so  badly  that  it  was  amputated  in  Blagoevgrad,  Bulgaria,  to  50-70, village  youth  per  week  in  out- 

below  his  elbow.  reach  and  Bible  sftidy.  This  reached  the  teens' parents:  "We  had  a 

Two  years  later,  the  Bulgarian  lad,  17,  skillfully  bounced  his  soc-  lot  of  people  to  come  to  Christ,"  she  said, 
cer  ball  from  toe  to  knee  to  thigh,  and  back  again,  as  he  played  in  the  Apostolav  sat  pensively  during  the  interview  at  the  oak  table  m 
backyard  of  Janine  Welch,  a  1992  Southeastern  alum  who  served,  in  Welch's  dining  room.  His  crooked  fingers  fidgeted  over  their  new- 
Bulgaria  for  .two  years  as  an  FMB  Journeyman.  est  counterparts,  seeminglv  with  the  same  frustration  of  winnmng  a 
"Plamen  had  dropped  out  of  ,  society.  I  saw  his  desparation;  he  second- place  ribbon  at  the  county  fair.  His  mono-syllabic  answers 
wanted  to  kill  himself,  and  tha:t  really  struck  me  because  he  is  not  a  of  "Da"  and  "Nav"  reflected  his  timidity,  but  his  quick,  sporadic 
Christian  yet."  Welch  said  she  brought  Apostolav  to  the  U.S.  at  her  grins  held  promise, 
own  expense  so  he  could  be  treated  medically.  She  said,  "Plamen  is  Apostolav  replied  with  silene| 
still  very  bitter,"  blaming  God  for  what  happened,  when  asked  why  he  thought  Welc;! 

Apostolav  endured  had  compassion  for  him.  "Becaii?! 

"several  surgeries  in  I  care  about  him,"  interjectel 


Bulgaria  without  an- 
esthesia, artd  I  be- 
lieve the  care  he  re- 
ceives here  m 
America  will  provide 
a  way  to  reach  him 
With  the  Gospel.  He 
has  been  going  to  my 


Welch,  betraying  her  own  reserve 
personalit}'  with  a  broad  smile.  Sb 
explained  that  in  a  way  "Jesus  is  loV'i 
ing  Plamen  through  me"  ai^d  S3 
she  would  not  otherwise  care  i 
Apostolav  and  his  needs  witho 
God's  love  m  her  own  lite.  J^.'- 

'jui'J'  ^i/v!         '-^TLi^  \  i  Av>  '"/J  ii.~tj&it 
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1950's 

R.L.  Estes,  '59,  retired  North  BC, 
Wilmington,  DE,  to  begin  Key  Ministries. 

1960s 

Carlos  Watson,  '60,  assoc.  pastor,  Calvary 

FBC,  Greenville,  SC. 

Robert  Webb,  '62,  pastor.  Little  Rock 

Church,  Boomer,  NC. 

Donald  Davis,  '64,  pastor,  Ebenezer  BC, 

Travelers  Rest,  SC. 

Clyde  Hampton,  '65,  pastor,  Woodlawn 
BC,  Rome,  GA. 

Russ  Wimmer,  '65,  pastor.  Northeast  BC, 
Atlanta,  GA. 

John  Darnell,  '66,  pastor,  Awtrey  BC, 
Acworth,  GA. 

Clarence  Jackson,  '68,  and  wife,  Carolyn, 
missionaries  to  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  on 
furlough:  2622  Huber,  Lithonia,  GA, 
30058. 

1970s 

How^ard  Wimmer, Jr.,  '70,  pastor,  Augusta 
Heights  BC,  Greenville,  SC. 
Richard  Headley,  '71,  pastor,  Enon  BC, 
Supply,  VA. 

Kenneth  Williams,  '71,  pastor.  First  Cross 

Roads  BC,  South  Boston,  VA. 

James  Hogsed,  '72,  pastor,  Rabun  Creek 

BC,  Gray  Court,  SC. 

Ed  Lowder,  '72,  pastor,  Dutch  Cove  BC, 

Canton,  NC. 

Lester  Cooper,  '74,  parliamentarian,  1995 
SBC,  Atlanta,  GA.  pastor.  Valley  Hill  BC, 
Riverdale,  FL. 

Jim  Mizell,  '76,  published  One  Hundred 
and  Two  Devotions,  pastor,  FBC,  Walhalla, 
SC. 

Joseph  Bostic,  III,  '78,  pastor.  Mount 
Hermon  BC,  Durham,  NC. 
Michael  Clark,  '78,  rec'd  Christian  EdD., 
Jacksonville  Theological  Seminary,  Jack- 
sonville, FL. 

John  Coates,  '78,  pastor,  Dotson  Memo- 
rial BC,  Maryville,  TN. 
Gary  Romines,  '78,  pastor,  Red  Bank  BC, 
Saluda,  SC. 

1980s 

Richard  Hipps,  '80,  pastor,  Guilford  BC, 
Greensboro,  NC. 

A.  G.  Finklea,  '81,  pastor,  Enon  BC, 
Dillwyn,  VA. 

Kenneth    Hendricks,    '81,  pastor, 
Woodlawn  BC,  Hopewell,  VA. 
Timothy  Stinnette,  '82,  pastor,  Gwathmey 
BC,  Ashland,  VA. 

James  Creech,  '83,  pastor,  Poston  BC, 
Wallace,  NC. 


Charles  Swanson,  '83,  assoc.  pastor,  Hol- 
K-wood  BC,  Chatham,  NC. 
Jan  Alfred,  '84,  assoc.  min. /preschool- 
youth.  Lakeside  BC,  Richmond,  VA. 
kark   Douglas,   '84,    pastor,  FBC, 
Wauchula,  FL. 

David  Hilbish,  '84,  pastor.  White  Knoll 
BC,  West  Columbia,  SC. 
David  Baker,  '85,  rec'd  J.  D.,  1994,  Regent 
University;  now  member  ot  VA  State  Bar. 
Ronald  Crawford,  '85,  pastor,  FBC, 
Asheville,  NC. 

David  Freshour,  '85,  pastor,  Victory  BC, 
Stafford,  VA. 

Robert  Jackson,  '85,  min./ed./  youth, 
Jefferson  Ave.  BC,  East  Point,  GA. 
Thomas  Rush,  '85,  pastor,  FBC,  Clovis, 
NM,  atter  5  vr.  Navy  chaplain. 
Wade  Abercrombie,  '86,  assoc.  pastor. 
Green  Pines  BC,  Knightdale,  NC. 


Alumni 
News 


Michael    Creekmore,    '86,  pastor, 
Centerview  BC,  Belmont,  NC. 
Lt.  Dennis  Pinkney,  '86,  on  duty  at  Naval 
Hospital,  Beaufort,  SC. 
John  Hammett,  '86,  and  wile  Linda,  mis- 
sionaries to  Brazil,  on  furlough:  106  Clayton 
St.,  Roxboro,  NC  27573.  ^ 
Randy  Darnell,  '87,  pastor,  EastThomaston 
BC,  Thomaston,  GA. 
Preston    Stainback,    '87,  min./ed., 
Englewood  BC,  Rocky  Mount,  NC. 
Bruce  Brown,  '88,  pastor,  Northside  BC, 
Burlington,  NC. 

Brad  Ellington,  '88,  pastor.  Homeland  Park 
BC,  Ancierson,  SC. 

Terry  Fowler,  '88,  pastor,  Glenwood  BC, 
Easley,  SC. 

Barry  Alan  Jones,  '88,  pastor.  Park  View 
BC,  Durham,  NC. 

Jana  Mayfield,  '88,  Ph.D.,  Southern  Semi- 
nary, Louisville,  KY. 

Roger  Plemmons,  '88,  pastor,  Clearview 
BC,  Travelers  Rest,  NC. 
Tim  Lowry,  '89,  pastor,  Bethany  BC, 
Grover,  NC. 


1990s 

Tim  Carter,  '90,  pastor,  Olanta  BC,  Olanta, 
SC. 

Dan  Tilley,  '90,  pastor.  Cedar  Lodge  BC, 
Thomasville,  NC. 

Terry  Hawkins,  '91,  assoc.  pastor.  Ft. 
Johnson  BC,  Charleston,  SC. 
Jeff  Burns,  '92,  pastor,  Cornerstone  BC, 
Wake  Forest,  NC. 

Ricky  Ewing,  '92,  pastor.  Pleasant  View 
BC,  Lychburg,  VA. 

William  Faulk,  Jr.,  '92,  pastor,  Somerset 
BC,  Roxboro,  NC. 

Davie  Hayes,  '92,  pastor,  Lee  Park  BC, 
Monroe,  NC. 

Thomas  Long,  '92,  assoc.  pastor/senior 
adults,  Rehoboth  BC,  Americus,  GA. 
Jeffrey  Meyer,  '92,  min. /church  growth. 
South  Norfolk  BC,  Chesapeake,  VA. 
Laura  Abernethy,  '93,  min./music/children/ 
youth,  FBC  Butner,  NC. 
Kenny  Chin,  '93,  pastor,  Northside  BC, 
Wilmington,  NC. 

Chris  Conner,  '93,  pastor,  Fuquay-Varina 

BC,  Fuquay-Varina,  NC. 

Kaye  Cook,  '93,  min. /youth/young  singles, 

St.  John's  BC,  Charlotte,  NC. 

Stephen  Hassell,  '93,  pastor,  Jamestown 

BC,  Jamestown,  SC. 

Todd  Horton,  '93,  pastor.  Cedar  Creek  BC, 
Blythcwood,  SC. 

Terri  Austin,  '94,  dir.,  children's  music/as- 
sist.  youth  leader,  Wakeminster  BC,  Ra- 
leigh, NC. 

Robert  Evans,  III,  '94,  pastor.  Cornerstone 
BC,  Valdese,  NC. 

Tim  Wiles,  '94,  min./ed..  Swift  Creek  BC, 
Raleigh,  NC. 

Births 

HoUyn  Meredith  to  Donald  Page,  '81,  and 
Martha,  '80,  6/8/92. 

John  Martin  to  Robert  Williams,  '87,  and 
Becky,  '88,  4/15/94. 

Andrew  Wadsworth  to  Jeff  (and  Stuart) 
Meyer,  '92,  4/21/94. 

Ashlyn  ReNae  to  Edward  Foskey,  '93,  and 
Sherry  Burnette,  '92,  12/6/94. 
Joy  Elise  to  Lisa  and  Alan  Branch,  '93, 
2/21/95. 

Deaths 

Boyd  Tucker,  Jr.,  '58,  d.  11/13/94,  retired 
pastor,  Union,  SC. 
Jane  King,  '60,  d.  1/23/95. 
Gordon  Pope,  '59,  d.  2/21/95,  served  sev- 
eral NC  churches. 
Joseph  Strother,  '84,  d.  11/28/94. 
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If  you  participated  in  high  school  athletics,  you 
probably  recall  the  anticipation  of  the  season's  first 
game.  Adrenaline  flows,  the  coach  makes  his 
speech,  the  locker  room  door  flies 
open,  and  the  thundering  herd 
bursts  with  almost  millennial  hope 
onto  the  field.  This  is  precisely 
how  I  feel  about  the  fall  semester  of 
1995. 

•Ph.D.  Program 

In  their  spring  meeting,  SEBTS 
trustees  unanimously  approved  a 
new  Ph.D.  program.  Southeastern 
will  continue  its  assignment  of 
training  pastors,  missionaries,  evan- 
gelists, and  other  church  vocational 
laborers;  nevertheless,the  times  in 
which  we  live  dictate  that  a  coterie 
of  gifted  scholars  be  trained.  The 
intellectual/ideological  skirmishes 
today  cannot  be  abandoned  by  evangelicals  without 
forfeiting  the  opportunity  to  take  the  claims  of  Christ  to 
the  world's  intelligentsia.  Furthermore,  failure  to  pre- 
pare a  generation  of  committed  scholars  is  to  relinquish 
the  preparation  of  our  children  to  those  whose  agendas 
call  for  the  negation  of  New  Testament  Christianity. 
The  Ph.D.  program  will  begin  this  fall  with  a  new 
approach,  using  the  best  U.S.  and  European  standards 
and  operating  as  a  small,  select  program. 
•M.Div.  IN  Counseling 

Trustees  also  approved  a  new  M.Div.  track  in  coun- 
seling, pending  some  revisions.  If  approved  by  the 
Instructional  Committee,  the  program  will  begin  next 
fall.  This  training  will  not  prepare  counselors  for  secular 
service,  but  rather  guides  for  those  seeking  biblical 
counsel  in  the  local  church  for  life's  dilemmas.  The 
training  will  be  as  rigorous  as  any  counseling  degree  but 
wiU  be  unapologeticaUy  devoted  to  the  Christian  faith. 
•Professors 

I  am  delighted  to  announce  that  adjunct  professor 
David  Beck  wiU  be  our  new  assistant  professor  of  New 
Testament/Greek.  Dr.  Beck  completed  his  Ph.  D.  at 
Duke  University  and  has  served  as  pastor  of  several 
churches.  An  accomplished  scholar,  he  also  brings  a 
pastor's  heart  and  insight  to  New  Testament  teaching. 


In  addition  to  David  Beck,  I  have  just  received  the 
gratifying  news  that  Dr.  Alvin  Reid,  Professor  Carolyn 
McClendon,  and  Dr.  James  Porowski  have  all  accepted 
our  invitation  to  join  the  faculty  in  the 
fall.  Dr.  Reid  has  for  the  last  three  years 
been  the  immensely  successfiil  John 
Bisagno  Professor  of  Evangelism  at 
Houston  Baptist  University.  A  Ph.D. 
graduate  of  Southwestern  Seminary, 
he  brings  to  our  faculty  both  scholastic 
attainment  and  evangelistic  zeal. 

Professor  Carolyn  McClendon,  who 
is  just  completing  her  Ed.D.  at  New 
Orleans  BaptistTheological  Seminary, 
already  has  an  illustrious  record  as  Di- 
rector of  the  Home  Mission  Board's 
Baptist  Friendship  House  in  New  Or- 
leans. She  joins  us  to  teach  childhood 
education.  Meantime,  Dr.  James 
Porowski  (Psy.D.,  George  Fox  Col- 
lege) wiU  join  us  as  Assistant  Professor  of  Pastoral  Care. 
He  has  been  involved  in  an  immensely  popular  private 
practice  in  the  Research  Triangle  area.  We  welcome  aU  of 
these  to  our  1995  faculty. 

Have  you  seen  Dr.  David  Puckett's  new  book,  Jobn 
Calvin's  Exegesis  of  the  Old  Testament}  As  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  Church  History,  Dr.  Puckett  prepared  this 
superb  analysis  of  Calvin's  exegesis,  which  is  published  by 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary.  I  recommend  this  read- 
able and  perceptive  volume  to  anyone  wishing  to  preach 
Old  Testament  texts. 
•Springtime 

The  verdancy  of  spring  has  blossomed  colorfully  on  our 
campus,  but  more  than  physical  beauty  is  to  be  observed 
in  the  Forest  of  Wake.  New  students  are  arriving  in 
growing  numbers.  Faculty  and  students  are  experiencing 
spiritual  renewal  and  revival.  Why  not  drop  by  and  be  a 
part  of  what  our  gracious  God  is  doing  here?  I  will  look 
for  you  soon! 
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